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Zonta Board Meeting Minutes
11/6/25
Anna Marie’s Alliance, St Cloud, MN and phone

Present: Rachel Thompson, Mary Garding, Mary Robak-Saari, Susan Voeltz, Carol
Barrymore, Gayle Borchert, Lauri Oppel, Shawna Retka

Absent:  Lyndsey Stram
Guests: Debra Kellerman

The meeting was called to order by President Rachel Thompson at 12:00 pm.  The Pledge of
Allegiance and Zonta Code followed the call to order. Pin Penalty was invoked. The agenda
for today’s meeting was presented for approval. Mary Robak-Saari moved to approve the
agenda, Gayle Borchert seconded the motion. Motion was approved.

Consent Agenda

Board meeting minutes from October 2025

Treasurer’s report of October 2025
Motion to approve was made by Carol Barrymore and seconded by Mary Robak-Saari. Motion
was approved.

Correspondence & Requests: Found in ZoNews.
Business:

Zonta 75" Anniversary Event: There is some confusion about the exact start date for St
Cloud Zonta Club. There is a document in the Stearns County Museum that indicates
November 9, 1950. Zonta International has January 1951. There is a request for clarification
from Zonta International. ~The celebration will be held on April 9" 2026 from 5 to 7 pm. This
will be the Spring event and have both the celebration and scholarship award distribution.

There will still be a business meeting at noon of that date. The Finance subgroup is working on
additional endowments in honor of this event. The Celebration subgroup is needing assistance
in organizing the party.

Amendment of Bylaws Consideration: Shawna Retka asked if an amendment was needed to
the bylaws to clarify specifics for delegate reimbursement for conferences and international trips.
The matter was tabled to give members time to review information.

Haiti Project and Scholarship: Updated information on Haiti project was published in
ZoNews. Recommendation from the board will be to not continue to support the project since
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it is not a district project and there seems to be a lack of structure to the project.
Recommendation does include continuing to support the scholarship to Haiti student.

Calendar of Events: Updated calendar has been included in ZoNews. It includes the date for
75" Anniversary celebration.

16 Days of Activism: This is from November 25% to December 10®.  Due to the number of
activities last month, there will not be events scheduled for this time.

Board Position Update: Resignation letter has resulted in a vacancy for Vice President. One
member has self nominated for the position and the board can appoint individual in this position.
Rachel made to motion to appoint Mary Robak-Saari to this position. Carol Barrymore
seconded the motion. Motion was approved. This leaves an open Board position but this
individual could hold both positions temporarily until May elections. Susan Voeltz made the
recommendation to have individual hold both positions until the election. Gayle Borchert
seconded the motion. Motion was approved

Committee Updates:

Advocacy and Service: The next service event will be gingerbread houses at Anna Marie’s on
December 12, 2025.  This will include an activity for the kids and volunteers will be needed to
assist in serving the meal and the craft project.

Marketplace: The committee will present a Zonta logo t-shirt for St Cloud Club. Interested
club members will be able to place an order.

Scholarship: No updates at this time.

Kayak: Due to a death of a family member of Clearwater Outfitters, a remembrance plaque
has been made and will be presented to the family in honor of the individual’s assistance to the
club.

Christmas House: Fliers are ready and tickets have been provided to all members. Workers
list has been sent out and information about the pre-event party will be sent out. Fliers for the
Barnes and Noble Book fair on November 24™ will be displayed at Christmas House. A
percentages of sales made on this date using the code will provide a fund to the club.

Finance: No updates at this time.

Every Member Event November: An email was sent out as a reminder about the ask from
Zonta International of 100% club participation with a $10.00 minimum contribution. Those
contributing before the last week of the month should forward confirmation number to Susan
Dege for participation in a matching contribution.



Holiday Party: Discussion resulted in plans for a potluck party at either Pantown Brewing
Company or Carol Barrymore’s house. This will be after the new year. Individuals are
encouraged to purchase gift cards for distribution to supported agency or agencies. A white
elephant gift exchange will be part of the activities.

Adjournment: Gayle Borchert made a motion to adjourn. Meeting Adjourned at 12:49 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Mory Gording
Recording Secretary



Zonta Business Meeting Minutes
11/13/2025
The Crooked Pint, St Cloud, MN

Present: Rachel Thompson, President; Lyndsey Stram, Mary Garding, Debra Kellerman, LeAnne Miller, Glenny
Olufson, Joal Peitz, Lori Rebischke, Alicia Reif, Shawna Retka, Mary Robak-Saari, Belinda Ryan, Pat Undersander,
Susan Voeltz,

Absent: Diane Aurther, Carol Barrymore, Jan Bensen, Kati Blum, Gayle Borchert, Paula Capes, Susan Dege,
Deb Dingmann, Debra Eid, Deborah Grant, Barb Johnson, Karla Krueger, Linda LaSota, Alice Lenzmeier, Linda
Linn, Kim Nagel, Mary Nimmerfroh, Laurie Ann Oppel

Guests: Lindsey; Andrew and Dana from Minnesota Sexual Assault Center; Tracy from Ellison Center

Call to Order: President Rachel Thompson called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance and
Zonta Code followed the call to order. Pin Penalty was invoked. Introductions were done.

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Shawna Retka, seconded by Alicia Reif. Motion was approved.

Consent Agenda:
Minutes of Business meeting on 10/09/2025
Treasurer’s reports for October 2025

Debra Kellerman made a motion to approve the consent agenda as published in the ZoNews. Gleny Olfson
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Correspondence & Requests: Found in ZoNews. This includes information regarding Every Member,
Every November and matching contribution if done before November 28, 2025. Contact Susan Dege if
participating in matching contribution opportunity.

BUSINESS:

Zonta 75" Anniversary Event: There is some confusion about the exact start date for St Cloud Zonta Club.
There is a document in the Stearns County Museum that indicates November 9, 1950. Zonta International has
January 29, 1951. A request for clarification from Zonta International has corrected date to be November 9,
1950.

Agency Reports:

* Central Minnesota Sexual Assault Center: Andrew indicated many local community agencies are
struggling due to funding. CMSAC has provided 2455 hours to 473 individuals in the last year, including 31
sexual trafficking victims. They have also done community outreach and community education. They were
very thankful for the support from Zonta at Take Back the Night event. Andrew shared one story about a
recent case to indicate the needs for clients and resources provided by CMSAC. Their agency is in needs of gift
cards for places like Target, Cash Wise and Aldi and gas cards from Kwik Trip.
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* Ellison Center: Tracy indicated their agency works with infant and early childhood trauma. They provide
mental health therapy to both child and parent. They hosted a parent education class with donation received
from Zonta club. They average 250 clients a month. Their client needs usually involve funds due to
insurance concerns and or the need for more long term therapy.

Haiti Project and Scholarship: Updated information on Haiti project was published in ZoNews.
Recommendation from the board is to not continue to support the project since it is not a district project.
Recommendation does include continuing to support the $450 scholarship to Haiti student with their adopt a
child program.

Calendar of Events: Updated calendar has been included in ZoNews.

* 75" Anniversary celebration. The celebration will be held on April 9™ 2026 from 5 to 7 pm at Anna Marie’s
Alliance. This will be the Spring event and have both the celebration and scholarship award distribution.
There will still be a business meeting at noon on that date. The Finance subgroup is working on additional
endowments in honor of this event. The goal is $150,000 fund level to fully support future scholarships as
well as other club endeavors.

* Holiday party. This event will be on January 14, 2026. Location is pending at this time. It will include
white elephant gift, raffles and silent auction. ~Attendees are asked to bring gas and gift cards for distribution
to supported agencies.

16 Days of Activism: This is from November 25" to December 10™.  Due to the number of activities last
month, there will not be events scheduled for this time.

Board Position Update: Resignation letter has resulted in a vacancy for Vice President. One member has
self nominated for the position and the board appointed her in this position. Mary Robak-Saari will immediately
take on the role of Vice President. ~ She will also continue in her role of Board member until April elections.
At that time there will be voting for President, Vice President and Board member positions.

Committee Updates:

Advocacy and Service: The next service event will be gingerbread houses at Anna Marie’s on December 12,
2025.  This will include an activity for the kids and volunteers will be needed to assist in serving the meal and
the craft project. Catholic Charities fund raiser breakfast is on December 4, 2025. Let Diane Arthur know if
planning to attend the breakfast.

Marketplace: The committee will present a Zonta logo t-shirt for St Cloud Club. Interested club members
will be able to place an order. This will happen after Christmas House activities are completed. Interested club
members can also purchase a teal Zonta apron for $20.00.

Scholarship: There will be a meeting scheduled for the committee in the next few weeks. New members are
needed for this committee.

Kayak: Due to a death of a family member of Clearwater Outfitters, a remembrance plaque was made and
presented to the family in honor of the individual’s assistance to the club.

Christmas House: Workers list has been sent out and information about the pre-event party. Fliers for the

Barnes and Noble Book fair on November 24™ will be displayed at Christmas House. A percentages of sales
made on this date using the code will provide a fund to the club.
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Finance: No updates at this time. Reminder that financial report will continue to be for previous month.

Adjournment: Rachael Thompson moved to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 12:58 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Mowvy Garding

Recording Secretary
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Zonta Club of St Cloud
Treasurer's Report
Period Ending November 30, 2025

Balance 10/31/2025 Checking account

Receipts

Marketplace S 152.00
C4C S 21.44
Total Receipts S 173.44

Disbursements

PO BOX Annual Renewal S 268.00
Total Disbursements S 268.00
Balance 11/28/2025 Checking account S 6,329.72

SAVINGS ACCOUNT REPORT

Balance 10/31/2025 Savings account

Receipts

Interest S 7.89
Disbursements S -

Balance 11/28/2025 Savings account S 19,203.79

Total Accounts S 25,533.51




wait for intrest to post
change dates

balance forward prev month ending binces into NON HIGHLIGHTED fields

email to Deb and Rachel



GINGERBREAD

HOUSES + SANTA
FOR THE RESIDENTS



NOV 21-22, 2025

A BIG THANKYOU TO ALL OF OUR ZONTA MEMBERS:
100% OF YOU SOLD TICKETS AND RETURNED REVENUE
AND/OR REMAINING TICKETS BY THE END OF THE CH
EVENT - REALLY APPRECIATE NOT HAVING TO DO ANY
FOLLOW-UP ON TICKET SALES.

ALSO, 95% OF YOU WORKED AT LEAST ONE SHIFT AT
THE CH -- WITH THOSE NUMBERS AND THEN “FRIENDS"
OF ZONTA COMING AND WORKING SHIFTS, BOTH
SUSAN VOELTZ AND PAT UNDERSANDER SEND THEIR
THANKS TO EVERYONE. HELP FROM THE NEWLY
FORMED ZONTA CLUB ON SCSU'S CAMPUS (THANKS
TO JAVELIA, THE CLUB IS NOW OFFICIALLY
RECOGNIZED) AND HELP FROM THE WOMEN OF
WORTH STUDENTS (DIRECTED BY DEBORA OCLOO)
MADE SURE THE EVENT RAN EFFICIENTLY.

MUCH TO BE GRATEFUL FOR!

-THE CH COMMITTEE












$1,060.75



JaNuary WHITE™
BLEPHANT PoTLuUCK

WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 4

5pm-8pm

POTLUCK POWER: BRING A DISH TO SHARE TO MAKE THIS
DINNER A FEAST.

//

- WHITE ELEPHANT: UNLOAD YOUR NICEST, BUT PERHAPS
7— LEAST-FAVORITE, HOLIDAY GIFT. LET'S SWAP THAT

&£ >—— SLIGHTLY-OFF CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR SOMEONE ELSE'S
&= TREASURE!

- FUELING THE MISSION: PLEASE BRING GAS GIFT CARDS IN
$10 INCREMENTS TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL AGENCIES THIS
WINTER SEASON. HELP US DRIVE OUR ADVOCACY
FORWARD!

« DON'T FORGET YOUR $$$:IT WOULDN'T BE A ZONTA PARTY
= WITHOUT SOME SILENT AUCTION AND RAFFLES!

COME FOR THE FOOD, STAY FOR THE FUNNY GIFT EXCHANGE,
AND HELP US SUPPORT WOMEN + GIRLS THIS WINTER!

112 Summit Ave, Sauk Rapids
PARKING IS ON STREET - CARPOOL IF POSSIBLE
gé/ RSVP TO: RACHEL THOMPSON
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ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

APRIL 9, 2026



KAYAK FOR A KAUSE
TRIBUTETO CWO- DAN MEER



Ends 15 March 16 March-15 May 16 May-On-site

Member Full Us$395 US$445 US$495

Guest (On-Site Only) US$160 US$160 US$185

Member Virtual Only US$195 US$195 US$220

ember Virtual + One Day On-
Site

US$260 US$260 UsS$285

Student Full

Student Virtual Only

WE ARE CALLING FOR
DELEGATES + ALTERNATES,
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR NAME IF
YOU ARE INTERESTED! VOTING
WILL TAKEPLACE IN FEBRUARY









ZONTA FOUNDATION

Zonta St Cloud Foundation Meeting

LaCasita - 5 pm on 12/3/2025

Present: Rachel Thompson, President; Debra Kellerman, Secretary; Shawna Retka, Treasurer; Mary Garding, Club
Secretary; Laurie Oppel, past-president; Alicia Reif, Fundraising representative Absent: Lyndsey Stram

The meeting was called to order at 5:10 pm and the agenda was approved with the addition of:
Community Fund balance and tax letters to sponsors.

The minutes of June 2, 2025, were presented. MSP/approved.

The Treasurer’s Report, ending November 30, 2025, was presented. Total Revenue on Hand was
$36,054.12, Expenses of $40, Ending cash balance was $40,555.81. Falcon CD $92,806.31, YTD
Interest $3,128.74, Total Foundation Assets $133,362.12 MSP/approved.

Motion to approve changing Foundation checking accounts to Falcon Bank with the following
signers on the account: Shawna Retka, Debra Kellerman and Mary Robak-Saari. In addition, Mary
Robak-Saari to be named a debit card user. MSP/approved.

The Falcon Bank CD is up for renewal in January of 2026, $100,000 will be the amount invested at
Falcon Bank at 3.85% for another annual CD. MSP/approved.

Rachel Thompson provided an update on our Dancing with our Stars report to the Central MN

Community Fund. Rachel danced in the 2023 show, raised $85,000

- Funds allocated in 2024 = $16,000; in 2025 $31,620

- Remaining Balance that must be spent locally $37,380

- Next report due in May 2026

Shawna Retka reported the annual tax filing has been completed. Debra Kellerman reported tax letters to the
sponsors of Kayak and Christmas House will be completed before year end.

The amount for the Finance Committee to determine allocations for 2026 will be determined via email in January
and will consist of revenue from Kayak, Christmas House and miscellaneous contributions to the Foundation in
2025. Finance committee members are: Rachel Thompson, Lyndsey Stram, Shawna Retka, Debra Kellerman,
Alicia Reif, Joal Peitz, LeAnne Miller.

The 75th anniversary scholarship fund drive will be launched in January. Celebration date will be April 9, 2026, at
Anna Marie’s. Archived historical items can be loaned for display. A committee has been created to plan the
event. Seed money of $10,000 has already been received and will help boost the annual CD to $100,000. Donation
levels will parallel the Kayak and Christmas House sponsor levels: Legacy Circle $5,000+ Diamond Level $2,000+
Emerald Level $1,000+

Gold $500+ Silver $250+ Bronze $75+

Goal is to get the endowment fund to $150,000 and have each member contribute at least $75 to honor 75 years.
Other sponsors will be sought. Kati Blum and Deb Kellerman will begin archive research next week. Will invite
others to join at the business meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 6:06 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Debra Kellerman, Secretary
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