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Zonta Business Meeting Minutes 
08/10/2023 

AnnaMarie’s Alliance, St Cloud, MN and ZOOM 
 
Present:  Debra Kellerman, Acting President; Gayle Borchert, Susan Dege, Mary Garding, Deborah Grant, Mary 
Nimmerfroh, Glenny Olufson, Alicia Reif, Mary Robak-Saari, Belinda Ryan, Lyndsey Stram, Rachel Thompson,  
Susan Voeltz. 
 
Absent:  Laurie Ann Oppel, President; Veronica Villeneuve, Vice President; Carol Barrymore, Jan Bensen, Katie 
Blum, Deb Dingman, Debra Eid, Vickie Erickson, Karla Kruger, Linda LaSota, Alice Lenzmeier, Linda Linn, 
LeAnn Miller, Kayla Perlinger, Joal Peitz, Lori Rebischke, Cindy Slivnik, 
 
Guests:  None 
 
Call to Order: Acting President Debra Kellerman called the meeting to order at 12 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
and Zonta Blessing followed the call to order.   
 
Motion to approve the meeting agenda was made by Susan Dege, seconded by Belinda Ryan.  Additions/corrections:  
Addition of Service Committee Report, Delegates for D7 meeting and Member involvement concerns. 
Motion was amended and approved. 
 
Consent Agenda:  
Minutes of Business meeting on 05/23/2023 
Treasurer’s reports for May, June, July 2023 
Rachael Thompson made a motion to approve the consent agenda as published in the ZoNews.  Mary Robak-Saari 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Correspondence and Requests: Found in August 2023 ZoNews.  As per bylaws, $50 memorial donation for Joel 
Peitz’s mother was made to Zonta International Rose Fund. 
 
 
BUSINESS:   
Service Committee:  A service project for D7 meeting will be assembling 30 “bolt bags” for distribution to local 
agencies.  The bags will include personal care items and other miscellaneous items.  A holiday dinner and cookie 
decorating event at AnnaMarie’s will be set soon. 
 
Business Meeting Location:  Various locations and meeting times were discussed. It was determined more time and 
input was needed.  Motion was made by Belinda Ryan to keep business meetings at Crooked Pint until the end of the 
year.  Motion was seconded by Susan Dege.  Motion carried. 
 
Kayak Report:  Alicia Reif presented information on the successful event.  There were 27 individuals who did kayak 
but others joined for lunch, raffle and prizes.  Over $9,000 was raised.  The committee is exploring ideas for next 
year, 08/04/2024. 
 
Finance Report:  Debra Kellerman submitted finance report for 2023 including budget items.  Motion to accept the 
report was made by Mary Nimmerfroh.  Belinda Ryan seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
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Member Involvement Concerns:   Discussion regarding the various concerns of members and issues that would 
involve more members.   One example was attorney fees for 5013c process.  The bill initially included non-club 
items.  These were corrected by the attorney and bill was resubmitted to treasurer and paid in May.  This expense 
was discussed in April meeting but action was not clear.  Some members understood the bill would be resubmitted to 
the club and others understood it would be resubmitted to treasurer once the bill was corrected.  Consensus was that 
Mary Nimmerfroh will review any notes she made for the minutes and discussion of this issue tabled to September 
meeting.    Another concern discussed was the need to have members involved by voting for decisions made by 
members involved in projects/committees.  An example of this was delegates for D7 Meeting. 
 
Christmas House:  House owned by Ed Zapp has been selected by committee.  Tickets will be printed and eventually 
distributed to Cash Wise, Coborn’s, West Side Liquor and members to sell.  Ticket cost will be $20 each or on-line 
sale of 2 for $38.   
 
Foundation Update:  IRS has not yet reviewed club application which was submitted March 2023.  Feedback on 
inquiry indicates IRS is working on applications submitted in October/November 2022.  Bylaws were created for the 
foundation and current foundation board members include:  Laurie Ann Oppel, Veronica Villeneuve, Mary 
Nimmerfroh, Debra Kellerman, Rachel Thompson, Alicia Reif and Lindsey Stram.  Bylaws indicate others can be 
added to the board up to a maximum of ten.  Bylaws could also be amended.  It will need to be very clear what 
money goes into club versus foundation funds.  Susan Dege asked to review the foundation bylaws as she is in 
process of reviewing club bylaws.   
 
Dancing with the Stars Update:  Rachael Thompson’s group won first place in the Women’s fund dancing event.  
This totaled to approximately $85,000 which will be held by Women’s Fund until IRS letter is received for 
foundation.  The funds will then be invested as an endowment to fund future scholarships.  Foundation must report 
money spent for “women in transition” items such as scholarship until the $85,000 is spent.  Rachel will take on the 
required reporting. 
 
D7 Meeting: Currently there are 45 registered to attend with about 15 members from St Cloud club.  It is expected 
there will be a total of approximately 55 attending at least part of the event.  Members can bring a guest on Friday 
night social event with cost of $25 for each guest.  This will also include the service project bolt bags.  Due to 
conflict, St Cloud club needs to name a delegate and alternate.  This was reviewed at the Zonta Transitional Board 
meeting.  Discussion was this should be voted by membership.  Motion made by Susan Dege to name Belinda Ryan 
as delegate and Mary Garding as Alternate.  Mary Nimmerfroh seconded the motion and vote was 12 in favor and 1 
opposed.  Motion carried. 
 
Speaker Meeting:  Glenny Olufson indicated more information was will be presented in the future regarding meeting 
on October 26, 2023. 
 
Trivia:  Rachel presented trivia question and Belinda Ryan won the trivia prize. 
 
Adjournment: Mary Nimmerfroh moved to adjourn, Seconded by Susan Dege. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:57 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Garding  
Recording Secretary 



 
 

Zonta Board Meeting Minutes 
9/7/23 

Anna Marie’s Alliance,  St Cloud, MN and Zoom 
 
 
Present: Laurie Ann Oppel, Veronica Villeneuve, Mary Robak-Saari, Belinda Ryan, Mary 
Garding, Rachel Thompson, Joel Peitz, Glenny Olufson, Lyndsey Stram 
 
Absent: Katie Blum 
 
Guests:  Debra Kellerman, Susan Voeltz 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Laurie Oppel at 12:02am.   The Pledge of Allegiance 
and Zonta Code followed the call to order.  Pin Penalty was invoked.  The agenda for today’s 
meeting was presented for approval.  Corrections:  Consent agenda to include July Board meeting 
minutes as no meeting was held in August.   Mary Robak-Saari moved to approve the agenda, 
Rachael Thompson seconded the motion.  Motion was approved as corrected. 
  
Consent Agenda  
 Board minutes of July 2023 
 Treasurer’s report of August 2023 
Motion to approve was made by Rachael Thompson and seconded by Mary Robak-Saari.  Motion 
was approved. 
 
Business: 
 
Advocacy Report – Committee is working on activities for 16 days of Advocacy from November 25 
to December 10th.  Requests were submitted to light up St Cloud water tower and I35 bridge in 
Minneapolis. Committee is working with Minneapolis club on bridge lighting and will switch date to 
the last day of event which is also International Women’s Day.  More orange light bulbs will be 
available for individual homes and/or businesses.     
 
Service Report – Items are ready for District 7 conference service project.  Items purchased from 
donations will be placed in bags to create bolt bags for later donations to local agencies.  A tag was 
created to indicate items included in the bag as well as sponsors.  A total of 30 bags will be made at 
the event.  Take Back the Night event is scheduled for September 28 with rally at 6:30pm and march 
at 8pm.  This will be at Lake George and St Cloud Zonta club will participate with some display of 
homicide figures.  This may include butterflies and purple ribbons with forget-me-not seeds on 
display table.  In December, our club will be cooking lunch at Anna Marie’s Alliance along with 
cookie decorating.  Date will be scheduled soon.  
 
Market Place Report – Joel Peitz indicated present supply of Zonta merchandise will be available at 
D7 conferene for a discounted price.  They will also be selling orange light bulbs.  Joel is looking at 
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different items for the future to include t-shirt logos to iron-on versus actual shirts and also hand-
made bracelets.     
 
Christmas House Report – Decorator tours of the house will be done this month.  There is still a need 
for more decorators.  Posters for the event are done and tickets will be done soon.  Tickets will be 
distributed in October.     
 
Business Meeting Location – Laurie announced business meetings will be going back to Crooked 
Pint restaurant and she will be compiling and pre-ordering lunches.  Suggestion was made for 
members to pre-order and pre-pay for lunch on-line.  This could simplify the process.  Laurie will 
send out those lunch ordering options with the meeting agenda.  There will be an attempt to keep the 
meeting to 45 minutes. 
 
District 7 Conference update – Deb Kellerman indicated plans were going well.  There were 51 
registered plus some members attending just parts of the event.  Mary Garding will be substitute 
delegate for the meeting.  St Cloud Zonta group attendees will have group picture taken on Saturday.  
Members are asked to wear orange on Saturday night conference event. 
 
Trivia – Mary Garding will bring trivia question and prize to September Business Meeting. 
 
 
Adjournment – Mary Garding made a motion to adjourn. Mary Robak-Saari seconded the motion. 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:46pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Garding 
Recording Secretary 
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Zonta Business Meeting Minutes 
09/14/2023 

The Crooked Pint, St Cloud, MN and ZOOM 

Present: Laurie Ann Oppel, President; Veronica Villeneuve, Vice President; Carol Barrymore, Katie Blum, Gayle 
Borchert, Susan Dege, Mary Garding, Deborah Grant, Debra Kellerman, LeAnne Miller, Mary Nimmerfroh, Glenny 
Olufson, Joal Peitz, Lori Rebischke, Alicia Reif, Belinda Ryan, Lyndsey Stram, Rachel Thompson,  Susan Voeltz. 

Absent:  Jan Benson, Deb Dingmann, Debra Eid, Vickie Erickson, Karla Krueger, Linda LaSota, Alice Lenzmeier, 
Linda Linn, Kayla Perlinger, Mary Robak-Saari, Cindy Silvnik. 

Guests:  Tania Hughes-Kremers, District 7 President 

Call to Order: President Laurie Ann Oppel called the meeting to order at 12 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance and 
Zonta Code followed the call to order.  Pin Penalty was invoked.   

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Mary Nimmerfroh, seconded by Kati Blum.  
Additions/corrections:  Addition of bill for foundation legal fees to be discussed with 501-C3 update.  
Motion was approved. 

Consent Agenda:  
Minutes of Business meeting on 08/10/2023 
Treasurer’s reports for August 
Susan Voeltz made a motion to approve the consent agenda as published in the ZoNews. Joal Peitz seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried.  

Correspondence and Requests:  Found in August 2023 ZoNews. 

BUSINESS:   

D7 Meeting Update:  Welcome to District 7 President.  Tania Hughes-Kremers expressed her thanks to all the club 
members for assisting in a successful conference.  Money raised for Zonta Foundation at the conference was $7,348.  
We also created 30 “bolt” bags at the service event which will go to local agencies.  Many members received 
mention for donations, planning, pictures, coordination and other hosting tasks.  Members who attended are 
reminded there is a $50 reimbursement  with the deadline of the end of September.  Deb Kellerman indicated it 
would be useful to have a Zonta Says NO banner from Zona Store that could be used at various events.  The cost is 
expected to be under $100.  Katie Blum made motion to purchase this banner and seconded by Rachael Thompson.  
Motion was approved.    

Advocacy Update:   The committee is working on activities for 16 days of Advocacy from November 25 to 
December 10. Requests were submitted to light up St Cloud water tower.  There are also orange light bulbs available 
and are encouraging businesses to also participate. 

Service Update: Committee is making recommendation of distribution of “bolt” bags from D7 conference to be 
equally distributed to:  Anna Marie’s Alliance, Sartell Safe Room, Terebinth, Sexual Assault Center, Central 
Minnesota Mental Health Center and Food Shelf.  Club was in agreement with this plan.  Members are welcome to 
assist in actual distribution which will be next week.  Another project is setting up a table and displays at Take Bake 
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the Night event which starts at 6:30pm at Lake George.  Volunteers are needed to assist in preparing display and be 
available at the event.  Serving a brunch and then decorating holiday cookies is planned for Saturday December 9th.  
Time and details will be available later. 
 
Christmas House Update: Posters for event were distributed and tickets will be out soon.  Alice Lenzmeier will be 
selling them at house owner’s October party this weekend.  The committee is still looking for additional decorators.  
Volunteer are needed for greeting and directing guests at the event.  Contact Susan Voeltz to sign up. 
 
Membership update:  Nothing to report. 
 
501-C3 Update:  No updates on status of foundation application as still waiting for IRS.  It is not expected to be 
completed this year.  There were questions about the itemized legal bill of $1474 for the creation of the foundation..  
At the May meeting, there was confusion during the discussion and no actual vote was done. Deb Kellerman made a 
motion this bill be approved by group and was seconded by Mary Nimmerfroh.   It was clarified that the original bill 
had fees that were co-mingled with related item for a club member.  The bill was separated and corrected bill was 
paid by club treasurer.  Once the foundation is established the club can be reimbursed for these fees.  Motion was 
made by Gayle Borchert and seconded by Susan Dege to table this until October Meeting and have Treasurer bring 
copy of updated bill.  Second motion was approved and thereby the first motion was null and void.   
 
September Trivia:  Question:   When was the St Cloud Club established?   Answer:  November 9, 1950.  Alicia Reif 
was the winner.  Belinda Ryan to present trivia in October. 
 
Adjournment: Mary Nimmerfroh moved to adjourn, Seconded by Veronica Villeneuve.  Meeting adjourned at 
12:42 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Garding  
Recording Secretary 




























