


 
 

Zonta Board Meeting Minutes 
10/2/25 

Anna Marie’s Alliance, St Cloud, MN  
 
Present: Rachel Thompson, Mary Garding, Mary Robak-Saari,  Lyndsey Stram, Susan 
Voeltz 
 
Absent:   Carol Barrymore, Gayle Borchert, Lauri Oppel, Shawna Retka  
 
Guests:  Debra Kellerman  
 
The meeting was called to order by President Rachel Thompson at 12:05 pm.   The Pledge of 
Allegiance and Zonta Code followed the call to order.  Pin Penalty was invoked.  The agenda 
for today’s meeting was presented for approval.  Additions include report on Haiti Project and 
no September Treasurer’s Report.  Mary Garding moved to approve the agenda, Mary 
Robak-Saari seconded the motion.  Motion was approved as amended. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 Board meeting minutes from September 2025  
 Treasurer’s report of September 2025 – report incomplete at this time. 
 
Correspondence & Requests:  Found in ZoNews. The newsletter went out without the 
treasurer’s report due to timing.  It will continue to be reported one month later for this reason. 
 
Business: 
  
Month of October:  This month is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  The I35 bridge and 
St. Cloud water tower will be lit up purple on 10-2-25.  Take Back the Night event which is 
sponsored by Sexual Assault Center is scheduled for 10-2-25.  The event starts with a rally at 
5:30pm and speaker at 6:15pm.   
 
Golden Z Club:  The club could not be registered at the college for an on-site club because a 
sponsor is needed.  Debra Kellerman is looking at that issue.  The club will have meetings at 
4:30pm on Wednesdays.   
 
October Business Meeting:  This will be an evening meeting at 5:30pm at Bad Habit Brewery.  
Anna Marie’s Alliance and Terebinth will present information.  This evening meeting will also 
allow members to attend noon event for Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid.   
 
District 7 Conference:  Notes about the meeting were posted in the ZoNews.  Overall it was a 
good meeting.  Money was raised for Zonta International with the donated baskets.  A decision 
was made to increase district dues by $10.  The club will need to decide if that cost will be 
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passed on to members for next year. Haiti project was clarified as not a district project.  The 
club will need to decide actions for our club.  All presentations for the meeting have been 
uploaded to the District website.   
 
Calendar of Events:  Barnes and Noble has indicated an available date of 11-24-25 for our 
club to their fund raiser promotion.  Consensus was to continue the activity with the on-line 
option.  The certificates could again be passed out at Christmas House for increased awareness.   
 
Advocacy and Service Update:  There was much discussion regarding activities for 16 Days 
of Advocacy.   It was mentioned that some strategic planning is needed to prioritize activities.  
The next service event will be gingerbread houses at Anna Marie’s on 12-15-25.   Potential 
meal for this date will be sandwich bar and mashed potatoes.  Volunteers will be needed to 
assist in serving. Members from WOW may wish to assist in event.  Anna Marie’s Alliance 
Open House is scheduled for 10-23-25 from 3-6p.  Breakfast for Anna Marie’s Alliance will be 
on 10-29-25. 
 
Marketplace Update:  The committee did have some sales at the district meeting.  Also black  
t-shirts with Zonta logo will be presented at next business meeting.  Those interested in the  
t-shirts can place an order. 
 
Scholarship Update:  No updates at this time. 
 
Kayak Update:  No updates at this time. 
 
Christmas House Update:  Fliers are ready and tickets will be provided to all members.  
Decorator tour of the home went well.  
 
Finance Report:  Sponsorships are down this year possibly due to tariffs, business uncertainty 
and businesses changing.  This seems to have impacted community giving and makes ticket 
sales especially important this year.  As of 10-1-25 the foundation checking account balance is 
$24,356.05 and CD balance in Falcon Bank is $91,87.02 including $772.62 for October interest.  
There also were interest payments for April and July with approximately $3100.00 for the year.  
This interest is noted to be 4.039% or approximately 4.1% for the year.   
 
75th Anniversary Event:  The group is looking for new sponsors and members who wish to 
contribute to the foundation.  Also the group is looking for places to hold the event. 

Announcement:  Lyndsey Stram announced she will be moving to New York in the next few 
months.  A new Vice President will be needed to fill her position. The nominations committee 
will be looking for candidates. 

Adjournment:  Mary Robak-Sarri made a motion to adjourn.  Meeting Adjourned at 1:08 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Garding 



Recording Secretary 
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Zonta Business Meeting Minutes 
9/11/2025 

Crooked Pint, Waite Park, MN and Zoom  
 
Present:, Laurie Ann Oppel, Acting President;  Kati Blum, Gayle Borchert, Susan Dege, Mary Garding, Debra 
Kellerman, Joal Peitz, Shawna Retka, Lyndsey Stram, Susan Voeltz, Pat Undersander 
 
Absent:  Diane Aurthur, Carol Barrymore, Jan Benson, Paula Capes, Deb Dingmann, Debra Eid, Deborah 
Grant, Barb Johnson, Karla Krueger, Linda LaSota, Alice Lenzmeier, Linda Linn, LeAnne Miller, Kim Nagle, 
Mary Nimmerfroh, Glenny Olufson, Lori Rebischke, Alicia Reif, Mary Robak-Saari, Belinda Ryan, Rachel 
Thompson  
 
Guests:   Erica from Community Angels and Michele from Phases Family Support 
 
Call to Order: Acting President Laurie Oppel called the meeting to order at 12:02 pm.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance and Zonta Code followed the call to order.  Pin Penalty was invoked.  Zonta Elevator Pitch was 
also recited along with member introductions. 
 
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Susan Dege, seconded by Gail Borchert.  Motion was approved. 
 
Consent Agenda:  
Minutes of Business meeting of August 2025 
Treasurer’s reports for August 2025 
 
Shawna Retka made a motion to approve the consent agenda as published in the ZoNews.  Debra Kellerman 
seconded the motion.  Motion was approved.  
 
Correspondence and Requests:  Found in ZoNews.   
 
Business:   
 
Agency Report Phases Family Support:  Michele thanked the club for the support which was used to fund a 
recipient with unexpected expenses. Michele started this non-profit in 2012 and it a 100% volunteer 
organization.  The organization recognizes all life phases for individuals who struggle and works to provide 
the support needed. This could with donated items such as food and clothing or with funds for unexpected 
expenses such as car repairs.  Most domestic abuse survivors and/or single parents with children are often in 
need of diapers, wipes and similar items.  The organization has funded weekend home packs for Albany 
School district  students in need and is looking to add another school district.  Since car repairs are a frequent 
need, they are also looking at a vehicle repair program. The immediate needs are assistance in spreading work 
about the agency and also monetary awards.  They are also frequently in need of personal hygiene products, 
baby items and kitchen items. 
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Agency Report Community Angels:  Erica works full-time at Anna Marie’s Alliance.  She recognized the 
financial  barriers for individuals in difficult situations.  She registered her program as a non-profit in 2020.  
The program does not get any state or federal funding.  It relies solely on private donors.  She now receives 
referrals from counties and school districts.  She often works to provide clothing needs but also miscellaneous 
needs such as getting ID and birth certificates needed to get a job.  She thanked the club for the grant that 
provided the funds to get that information and assistance in avoiding an eviction.  Their ongoing needs are on 
their Amazon wish list and website. 
 
Calendar of Events:  October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  The I35 bridge will be lite up in 
purple on 10-2-25.  On 10-4-25 there will be Jindo Music Bingo at Bad Habit Brewery.  On 1-9-25, the 
business meeting will be at 5:30pm at Bad Habit Brewery including speakers from Terebinth and Anna Marie’s 
Alliance.  There will also be a social after the meeting.     
 
Advocacy and Service Update:  The next service event will be serving tacos at Anna Marie’s on 9-13-25.  
Volunteers are needed to assist in serving.  More information will be sent out on Take Back the Night event on 
10-2-25 and Anna Marie’s Alliance open house on 10-23-25 and Anna Marie’s Hope Breakfast on 10-29-25. 
 
Marketplace Update:   New phone bracelets were displayed.  These will also be available at District 
meeting marketplace. 
 
Scholarship Update:  No updates to report at this time. 
 
Kayak Update:  No report.   
 
Christmas House Update:  The sign-up sheet for volunteers was passed around.  It was announced there will be a 
social for volunteers and decorators on the Thursday before the open house. 
 
Finance Update:  No Update. 
 
Zonta 75th Anniversary:  No report due to time. 
 
District Meeting:  Items for basket were on display.  There was no official input for delegates going to the 
meeting. 
 
Adjournment: Susan Dege moved to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 1:02 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Garding  
Recording Secretary 
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Voeltz, Susan, A

From: cheryl mothes <cmot5902@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 8, 2025 5:16 AM
To: voeltzsusan@gmail.com; Voeltz, Susan, A; Andrea Sachse
Subject: EXTERNAL: Zonta Haiti Update
Attachments: Haiti Update, District 7 meeting.pdf

 
What's 
this? 

Please use caution clicking links or opening attachments in this message: 
you do not have significant email history with cmot5902@gmail.com 

 

 

  

Good morning, Susan and Andrea - 
 
We so appreciate your interest in helping the children in Haiti.  Our 
efforts particularly support girls in Haiti, where the future can be 
improved most by supporting their education, safety, health and 
economic growth.  I'm attaching my notes from the recent 
conference.  Andrea, if you could please connect with Susan from the 
St. Cloud Zonta Club and send her the sponsorship application and 
any other information you want to share, that would be excellent.   
 
Many thanks to you both! 
 
 
Cheryl Mothes, MSN, MBA, PhD  
Natural Health Nutrition Counselor 

 
 

! 







Zonta Club of St Cloud
Treasurer's Report

Period Ending September 30, 2025

Balance 8/30/2025 Checking account 6,671.51$               

Receipts
Interest 0.60$                       
Christmas House - slotted for sponsership 1,000.00$               
C4C 52.37$                     
Marketplace 80.00$                     
Total Receipts 1,132.97$               

Disbursements
Thrive ( from May 2025 ) 100.00$                   

Total Disbursements 100.00$                   

Balance 9/30/2025 Checking account 7,704.48$               

SAVINGS ACCOUNT REPORT

Balance 8/30/2025 Savings account 19,178.00$             
Receipts
Interest 9.46$                       

Disbursements

Balance 9/30/2025 Savings account 19,187.46$             



Zonta Club of St Cloud
Treasurer's Report

Period Ending September 30, 2025

Total Accounts 26,891.94$             



wait for intrest to post 
change dates
balance forward prev month ending blnces into NON HIGHLIGHTED fields 

email to Deb and Rachel 







 

Visit bn.com/bookfairs to support us online from 11/24/2025 to 11/30/2025 

by entering Bookfair ID 12919296 at checkout. 
 

A percentage of your Barnes & Noble purchases will benefit our school/organization. 

 

Zonta Club of St Cloud 

Monday, November 24, 2025 
Barnes & Noble St Cloud 
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